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Foreward 

Dear Readers, 

Many of you have wandered down from UBC, off the Point Grey peninsula, past 

the Upper and Lower Quadra sands, and arrived at Wreck Beach. Presumably, 

you have also hauled yourself back up those same stairs. This is Trail Six. In 

some five minutes it takes you from the comfort of the academic campus to -

depending on the time of the year- the cold, windy, and rainy ocean in the winter, 

or to the circus of sun, sand and skin that is Wreck Beach in the summer. The 

city is invisible from the beach; there is only the ocean, the sand, the mountains, 

and Trail Six leading back towards UBC and Vancouver. We chose it as the title 

because it is beautiful, it is local, and because in its limited space the trail reveals 

a spectrum of geographical issues. 

Reading a journal might be a poor excuse for the physical experience of the 

real Trail Six, but it does similarly straddle the boundary between the natural 

and the human- or, more specifically, the urban. The articles contained here fall 

into three categories. Most fall into the first category, the urban, and deal with 

the processes of growth and change within city systems. The second category 

of papers contains those which link human systems to natural systems. The 

third category of papers analyzes the structures of and changes in natural/ 

physical systems. By our count, this volume contains six urban papers, two 

papers which focus on the links between human and physical geography, and 

one physical geography paper. If this journal has an urban bias, then it is both a 

reflection of the number of students studying urban geography, and the amount 

of submissions representing urban topics. 

The papers selected for this inaugural journal cover a lot of ground around the 

Lower Mainland, the province of British Columbia, and around the world. We 

begin with Callista Haggis' critique of the re-imagining of Vancouver's Gastown. 

Next, Daniel Hodgins examines the spatial characteristics of the high-tech 

industry. Returning to Vancouver, Emma Ellison questions the inclusiveness of 

the kind of queer village found in Vancouver's West End. Steve Chou's paper 

emphasizes that it is not just government regulators, but increasingly private 

property developers who affect the type and pace of change in urban areas. 

Caroline Cho then tells the ongoing story of highways in Vancouver, from the 

Georgia Street Viaduct in the 1970s to today's controversial Gateway Project. 

Rory Babin offers a unique and useful interpretation of Saskia Sassen's World 

5 






































































